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Presidents Message

 

By Larry Goodell 

 

 This should be my last message as your President. It has been a pleaser to serve as the 

President of the Auburn Flycasters for the past year and Vice President since to beginning of the 

club.  I have gained a lot of new friends to go fishing with.  I also have fished in a lot of new 

venues that I probably would have not even tried if I was by myself.  This was my main reason 

for joining a fly fishing club to begin with.  We will be planning more fishing trips to places close 

and far.  If you are new to the club please sign up and go on these trips, if you need help all you 

have to do is ask, one of the people on the trip will be glad to help you.  These trips are put 

together to introduce members to new places to fish, or to visit familiar haunts that we have 

caught fish from time to time, no guaranties.  So join in and have fun fishing, this is how each of 

us gains experience in this great sport called fly fishing. 

 

 Six of our club members have just completed building their new fly rods; some will be 

using them shortly to land fish.  A job well done by all and a special thanks to Larry Lee for 

leading this class and showing all that participated in this class a few tricks of the trade.  We will 

be planning another class probably in the spring.  If you are interested contact any of the Officers 

of your interest in a rod building class, we will put you on a list and inform you when the class 

will be given.   

 

 Get involved in the club and have some fun.  We have a good group of members and 

some very knowledgeable members who are willing to pass on what they know. 

 

Board Members  

President: Larry Goodell   530/268-8160 

Vice President: Don Seffa  530/272-3518 

Treasure: Bob Dillman      530/885-9856 

Secretary: Bryan Woodhouse  916/425-9219 

Past President:  Dave Flood   

 

Auburn Flycasters Meeting:  

 

 Monthly Meeting: 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm Bowman CDF Training Center. 

 

 Officers Meeting: 4th Wednesday of the month at 6:30 pm at Denny’s off Hwy 80 at 

Foresthill. 

 

 Fly Tying: TBA If interested in a fly tying night contact one of the Officers. 

 

 Rod Building: TBA

 

 

 



Club News 

 

Election will be held at the December General Meeting. At this meeting we will also have a pot 

luck dinner, membership night and a swap meet.  For the Swap meet bring your entire fly fishing 

stuff that you no longer use and would like to sell. 

 

 

Rod Building 108A: 

Thread Types, Sizes, and Colors

 

By Larry Lee 

 

This is the first of two articles discussing thread choice on a custom fly rod.  Different threads can 

be used to tie on your guides, hook keeper, ferrule protection, and tip protection, respectively.  

Your choice of thread for each makes your rod truly one of a kind.  Thread color, thread size, and 

length of wrap are very important for aesthetics and functionality.  In this article, we’ll look at 

some of the choices you have when selecting thread for your custom rod.  

 

Before selecting a type, size, and color of thread, the rod builder should first consider what the 

overall “look” they are trying to achieve.    When you look at all of the manufactured fly rod 

blank colors available, you will find the fly blanks tend to be very muted and non-flashy.  Blanks 

are usually black, matte black, transparent black, dark brown, chestnut, dark green, olive green, 

light tan, dark tan, or dark blue.  The purpose of muted coloring is to avoid giving off a flash that 

may spook the fish when casting the rod.    You will notice that most commercial good to high 

quality rods are all built with this type of color scheme.  Some commercial rods do, however, 

have a very subtle amount of enhancement color here and there to enhance the rod’s appearance 

and perhaps entice the fisherman to purchase that particular rod.  Thread colors are available in 

various shade, tones, and patterns to match the blanks.  

  

There are many types, sizes, and colors of threads being manufactured at this time.    Detailed 

descriptions of several thread types, including regular nylon thread, NCP (no color preserver) 

nylon thread, metallic thread, electra metallic thread, trimar thread, and silk thread are provided 

below to give you an idea of the variety of choices available to customize your rod. 

 

Nylon Thread:  The most commonly used thread listed above is the regular nylon thread, which 

comes in more than 30 colors.  Nylon thread is available in sizes A, C, and D.  Size A is the 

smallest diameter, while size D is the largest.  Most fly rods are built with size A thread, which is 

very strong and provides a very pleasing visual appearance.  The use of a color preserver on the 

nylon thread prior to applying epoxy will prevent the thread colors from becoming muted after 

the epoxy is applied.   

 

NCP Nylon Thread:  A specific type of nylon thread used in rod building is called NCP nylon 

thread.  Like most nylon threads, it is available in more than 30 colors and also comes in sizes A, 

C, and D.  When using this thread, colors will tend to be brighter and less muted after epoxy is 

applied without the use of a color preserver.   

 

Metallic and Electra Metallic Threads:  These threads tend to have very vivid colors.  They are 

both made with a nylon thread core that is surrounded by a metal thread.  Metallic thread is 

available in about 20 colors, while Electra Metallic is only available in 5 colors.  They are both 

available in sizes A, C, and D.  Electra Metallic thread provides a holographic effect and radiates 

a brilliant array of light.  However, both of these threads can be used for a bright accent to any 

rod. 

 



Trimar Thread:  This thread is a blend on NCP nylon and a single, thin metallic fiber that is 

twisted into one thread to give a variegated effect.  This thread is used for accent and comes in 

only one size (C/D).    No color preserver is needed to preserve the brilliance of color. 

 

Silk Thread:  Silk is the world’s strongest natural fiber and is stronger than steel in tensile 

strength.  The Japanese have been producing the finest silk thread in the industry for many years.  

There are more than 45 colors produced for rod building.  Silk thread comes in three sizes: 100, 

50, and size A.  Size 100 is the smallest diameter, while size A is the largest.  When using silk 

thread, you must use silk color preserver to preserve the color, or you may have problems with 

the thread darkening after epoxy is applied.  This is the most expensive thread, but the price is 

negligible in relation to the entire rod cost. Silk thread only costs about $3.00 per rod. 

 

As you can see from the small handful of threads described above, there is a lot of variety in 

thread type, size, and color to make that custom rod take on your own personal stamp.    If you 

would like to get a more specific idea of what type of thread you would like to use for your rod, 

try browsing www.anglersworkshop.com on the internet.  They have many types of thread 

available for sale at reasonable prices. 

 

In the next article, we will discuss how the length of thread wrap modifies rod action and how the 

placement of thread can protect weak areas in the rod.   

 

If you have any questions, ideas, or suggestions, please feel free to mail me at 

larrylee@L3rods.com or telephone me at 916-962-0616. 

 

 

 


