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Presidents Message 

By Audrey Flood 

Welcome to the July/August edition of the 
Auburn Flycasters Tailing Loop! 

Wow!  We are already into the second 
half of this year; my how time flies.  
Speaking of flies, I hope you are all get-
ting out and using some flies to catch lots 
of fish. 

We would like to thank Al Smatsky for the 
GREAT clinic on Shad fishing we had in 
May.  Al and his crew gave each of us 
individual attention and were helpful in 
improving our skills.  Diana Hale, Mike 
Sexton, John Rosasco, Tony Pisano, Jim 
Lloyd, Dave Flood and I participated.   

I would like to thank Dave Flood for lead-
ing the June fishout where we used out 
newly found shad skills to fish the Ameri-
can River.  We had a small turnout; John 

Rosasco, Mike Sexton, Dave Flood and I enjoyed a beautiful afternoon at Goethe Park, 
complete with a hotdog bar-b-que! Unfortunately, the shad were not participating in our 
adventure.   

Thanks to Don Steffa for leading our May fishout on the Yuba, and for providing some 
expert entomology education while there. 

Our June meeting was changed at the last minute from CDF to Saber Engineering, as 
CDF was having training all week.  Thanks to everyone for changing locations and going 
with the flow.  Jerry Devlin gave a presentation on Rock Creek.  He rose above the chal-
lenge of computer problems and shared his fabulous weekend with all of us.  Thank you 
Jerry.  Jerry pointed out that Don Steffa had mentioned that he should document the trip 
and share it with the club.  This is another GREAT idea; if you are going someplace fun, 
please think about taking photos and sharing your experience with the rest of us. 

Grant Fraser will be our speaker in July. He will do a presentation on caddis; how to, 
when to, and what flies to use.  Then on Sunday July 13th, he will give a late afternoon 
and evening clinic on the water so we can put our classroom education to practical appli-
cation.  Thanks Grant.   This clinic is limited to eight attendees.  Email or call me to sign 
up.   

Ed Cummings will lead our July 26th fishout to the North Yuba.  It is a beautiful area and I 
encourage you to attend if you haven’t seen these waters. 

Mark your calendar for our club picnic.  It is schedule for Saturday, August 23rd at Fuller 
Lake.  We will meet around 4:00 p.m. for a bar-b-que and then fish until dark! 

Enjoy! 

aud 
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OUR WEBSITE 
www.auburnflycasters.org 

Enter the site and find out 
what is going on in the club. 
Don’t forget to click on the 
Discussion Forum button and 
let us know what your up to! 

Annual Dinner for 2009 
Position Open 
Annual Potluck in December 
Position Open 
Refreshments 
Bill Heyenbruck 
Monthly Program 
Position Open 
Webmaster 
David Flood 
Forum Administrator 
Mike Sexton 
Newsletter Editor 
Mike Sexton 

President:  
Audrey Flood 
audflood@cebridge.net 
530/878-0373 
Vice President: 
David Reese 
jdr035@yahoo.com 
530/878-6570 
Treasure: 
Bob Dillman 
bobdillman@ssctv.net 
530/885-9856 
Secretary: 
Mike Sexton 
bugcaster@infostations.com 
530/613-2913 (cell) 
Past President: 
Bryan Woodhouse 
bryswood@juno.com 
916/425-9219 (cell)  

BOARD MEMBERS AFC MEETINGS 
Monthly Meeting: 
2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 
pm Bowman CDF Training Center 
Fly Tying: 
3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30 
pm Bowman CDF Training Center 
Board Meeting: 
4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm 
Location on discussion Forum 

INS IDE THIS  I S SUE 

Calendar 2 

Presidents Message 3 

California Fish & Game 5 

Fly Tying Bench 7 

Rod Building 10 

Fly Rod Rack Project 11 

July & August Fishouts 15 
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By Joanna Hartman, Sierra Sun 
California Fish and Game warden Bill 

Miller stops at Public Pier 36 on Don-

ner Lake Friday to check a family of 

anglers for legally purchased fishing 

licenses. They have, so Miller chats 

with the young boys about what 

they’ve caught and how the trout are 

biting.  

Patrolling alone in a territory where 

he should have one if not two col­

leagues, Miller divides his work du-

ties among three Sierra counties en-

com­passing an estimated 600 

square miles. 

Friday morning Miller drove from his 

home-based office out-side Downie-

ville to patrol the Tahoe-Truckee 

area. “We have by far the largest state 

jurisdiction. We cover every square 

inch of California, except Yosemite, 

and 200 miles out to sea,” Miller said.  

But there simply are not enough war-

dens to adequately patrol so broad a 

region, officials say “We don’t have as 

many wardens as we would like to 

cover as much area as we’d like,” 

agreed Kyle Orr, a spokesman for the 

California Department of Fish and 

Game. “Essentially, it’s that the re-

cruitment is tough due to pay.”   

California employs about 200 game 

wardens to patrol an area covering 

nearly 160,000 square miles.  

  The department used to have a 

Truckee-based warden, but the posi-

tion has been vacant since October, 

Miller said. The absence of a game 

One man, 600 miles  
Staffing, pay issues have one game warden 

patrolling eastern Nevada and Placer counties 

warden in the popular recreational 

area proved unacceptable to the 

small corps of wardens. 
“Without a warden in Truckee, the 
squad has taken it upon itself to 
come up here,” he added. 
Miller racks up nearly 800 miles 
each week on his state-issued truck 
that comes stocked with old military 
sniper rifles in an effort to patrol 
not only his regular beat of Sierra 
County but Tahoe Truckee as well.  
Despite issues with insufficient 
staffing, Miller said he enjoys his 
station as a game warden. In eight 
years with the department he has 
had his share of fascinating tales in 
the field — bear poachers, mari-
juana groves, methamphetamine 
laboratory dumps and night- hunt-
ing sting operations.   
Overworked, underpaid?   
California game wardens are re-

sponsible not only for protecting 

natural resources from poaching 

and overuse, but for public safety, 

too.  
They enforce hunting and fishing 

(Continued on page 6) 
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regulations and address pollution and stream bed issues.  
Unfortunately, the department remains notoriously short-staffed.  
“The main argument is the pay — we can’t attract wardens,” Miller said.  
Fortunately for Miller, the pay isn’t the only issue because his love of the job 
overshadows the compensation.  
“I’ve wanted to do this job for as long as I can remember. I grew up hunting 
and fishing,” Miller said. “[As a warden] you protect what you enjoy doing.”  
California game warden salaries start at $3,700 per month, while comparable 
departments like the California Highway Patrol pay new officers more than 
$6,000, according to a 2007 Fish and Game Department Exposé report up-
date.  
“We just have 190 of us fighting for a pay raise,” Miller says. Now that he has 
a family to support and a mortgage to pay, if he were to start anew Miller said 
he would find the meager salary a problem. 
Department funding is an issue due in part to reduced sales of hunting and 
fishing licenses, the warden said. “I think it’s just the decline in that kind of 
sporting activity,” Miller said. “A true sportsman will buy a license ... they’re 
just supporting their hobbies.”  

Rob Allen, California Department of Fish and Game assistant chief at head-

quarters, agrees that staffing deficits are not only a question of salary but 

society’s dwindling regard for hunting and fishing activities. “In order to do 

this job you have to have a dual interest — you have to have an interest in the 

environment and what goes on in it, and in law enforcement,” Allen said.   

Funding to address part of the problem  
The department was recently awarded $ 3 million for relocating and expand-
ing the Fish and Game academy to improve the pros­pects for hiring new 
game wardens.  
But officials say that while the approved recruitment campaign is a small suc-
cess, it won’t solve all the problems. “It does not fix the situation of recruit-
ment and retention that we need for wardens,” Jerry Karnow, a warden and 
legislative liaison for the California Fish and Game Wardens Association. “ 
Because of the lack of that, it is having a direct negative impact on our natu-
ral resources and outdoor heritage opportunities.”   

Man behind the binoculars  
Miller is a sworn peace officer, has a four-year college degree and spent a 

year in the Fish and Game academy learning both regular police work plus 

eight weeks of warden-specific training.  

Dressed in a summer uniform of green pants and a khaki button-up shirt 

bearing a California Fish and Game emblem, Miller looks every inch the peace 

officer. “I’m as much of a cop as any other cop,” he remarked.  
Miller is required to carry a gun and has had to draw it on occasion. He once 
got trapped and harassed by a group of hunters he fined for illegally killing 
ducks.  

But because this region — Sierra, Nevada and Placer counties — is short-

handed, it is important for the wardens to stick to primary job duties and 

(Continued on page 14) 
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CDC Biot Caddis 

Harry Mason 

One of the rather pleasant aspects of 
learning how to tie flies is the ability 
to experiment with various materials. 
Once you dispose of the novel idea of 
trying to build flies to save money you 
can begin to see a variety of materials 
as different components of flies. I 
developed the CDC biot over time at 
the vise and on the water. As is the 
case with most “new” flies, I included 
many features of other flies to achieve 
the desired effect. 
 
I had first seen biot body flies in a 
guide’s box on the Madison in the mid 
eighties. They were no more than a 
small Rhyacophila larvae or Green 
Rock Worm which are prevalent in 
that drainage. What struck me was 
the fact that the body material did not 
change color when wet. The body 
color you saw when the fly was dry is 
pretty much the color it would be in 
the water column. I began to tie these 
biot “worms” and fish them as a drop-
per below the Mathew’s X-Caddis. 
 
Lunch breaks at the vise, while on a 
fishing vacation, are not my idea of 
fun but I began to substitute biots for 

body dubbing just to see what would 
happen. The next thing I know I had a 
modified X-Caddis with a biot body 
and a deer hair wing. Fish ate this bug 
with little or no hesitation. That got 
my attention. Lunches at the vise now 
became a bit more entertaining. It 
was at this time that CDC was making 
a come back due almost entirely to 
the Harrops and their innovative pat-
terns. It was then that I began to ex-
periment with CDC as a wing material. 
 
Applying the CDC feathers in a Delta 
wing style made the most sense. This 
allowed for the most CDC to be in 
contact with the waters surface and 
produced the most life like profile of a 
caddis wing. I just had a problem with 

(Continued on page 8) 

Fly Tying Bench 

with Don Steffa 

Materials for the CDC Biot Caddis 

Hook: Size 12-16 TMC2312 or similar wet/

nymph, 2XL Curved, straight eye  

Thread:  White 6/0 8/0 color to match body 

hair 

Tag/eggsac:  Amber Z-Lon  

Underbody:  Dubbing, natural beaver, muskrat  

Body: Turkey Biot   
Thorax:  Antron to match body hair 

Underwing:  Dun Z-Lon  

Wings:  CDC 2 to 4 feathers tied in delta wing 

style  

Legs: CDC, feather butts pulled back and 

under thorax and trimmed  

Horns:  Wood Duck Flank  

Head:  Peacock or Peacock Dubbing 


